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Highlights of Homily at Midnight Mass – 25th December 2011 – Holy Innocents’, Orpington

“The people living in darkness have seen a great light; upon those living in the land that lies in the shadow of death [impenetrable gloom, death-shadow, deep shadow], light has dawned [gleamed, shone]” (Isaiah 9:1).

In the darkest days of the history of Israel, the prophet Isaiah in the 8th century BC received from God this vision of light and hope; and today men and women, you and I, in our own dark days are still experiencing this light and hope.

Isaiah’s words embody two truths of central importance:

1. Biblical writers, both in the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, often spoke of future events in the past tense, known as prophetic past, as if they had already happened. They did this to indicate their complete certainty that their words would indeed come true.

2. In the Hebrew Scripture distress, gloom and darkness are accompanied by help, protection, deliverance, redemption, salvation, freedom and blessing. 

In the Old Testament we come across the words “to save or salvation” [נושע הושע 'שע 'שועה] three hundred fifty four times; one hundred thirty six in Psalms and fifty six in Isaiah.   
Isaiah articulates this vision of light and hope for his nation by listing three forms of freedom. In the perspective of Christian faith this hope for future deliverance by an ideal Davidic king comes to its fulfillment in the coming of Jesus Christ; in him these three blessings of deliverance are offered to all of us.

1. Deliverance from want or need: “You have made their gladness greater, you have made their joy increase…” (Isaiah 9:2) Many people are still deprived of joy or blessedness which has a supernatural origin and hence it is untouchable and permanent; it cannot be taken from us as it is a state of being, despite the troubles of life: “… your hearts will be full of joy, and that joy no one shall take it from you” (John 16:22).

2. Deliverance from oppression: “For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you have broken…” (Isaiah 9:3). The yoke may be a daily occurrence for many; yokes are many and of various types (exploitation, human trafficking, domestic violence, psychological and sexual abuse) all underpinned by the mystery of iniquity – sin. 
3. Deliverance from war – the absence of war is a vital requirement for a full enjoyment and realisation of peace: “For all the boots of marching soldiers clanking over the ground, every cloak rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire” (Isaiah 9:4). 
The Hebrew word shalom [שלם] has a wider range of meaning than either the English peace, the Latin pax or the Greek eirene. In its application it means “undivided or whole”, “undamaged or uninjured”, “sound or healthy” and “living in prosperity”.

“… peace among men with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14). 

Peace is God’s gift, a sign of God’s blessing. However, it is not bestowed unconditionally but depends on whether and how we, in the course of our daily lives, have shown ourselves to be working for its realisation by our righteous, integral and just life and our faithfulness to God’s will. In both Isaiah and the Psalms, peace is linked with righteousness, with leading a moral life in all its aspects: “The effect of righteousness will be [lasting] peace [peace keeping for ever] and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust for ever [lasting security and trust] (Isaiah 32:17). 

Tonight we are once again reminded of these threefold blessings of salvation brought about by Christ. However, this offer is conditional as it demands a response – our personal adherence to the Lord whose “jealous love” [his zeal] (Isaiah 9:6) will certainly give this freedom to each and everyone.  
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Father is telling us that from the Christian point of view there is hope for deliverance in the coming of redemption offered to all.. deliverance from Want and Need.  


 Many people are still deprived of gladness (blessedness), but this is untouchable, this Christian joy cannot be taken away from us despite all the hurts and challenges of life.

Deliverance from oppression…the yoke will be broken…..“Human trafficking, domestic violence, psychological and sexual abuse are all underpinned by iniquity…by sin.  Sin is steeped in our society.”
Deliverance from war… Shalom…peace among men with whom God is pleased. This is a sign of God’s blessing, but is bestowed on us not without conditions.   Its realisation and our righteousness and more importantly our faithfulness to God’s will, depends on our righteous living and moral behaviour.  The effect of righteousness is security and trust we are reminded, and is dependent on our personal adherence to the Lord. 
Only then will we have the Lord’s jealous unrivalled love, which will give this freedom to each and everyone.  
