Holy Innocents’ Luncheon Club; Formed 1964


Early in 1964 Father Phelan (with strong support from Father O'Keefe) expressed concern for elderly parishioners, especially those living alone. He invited suggestions as to how and what facilities could improve their quality of life.

Discussions took place between February and April during which time a group of ladies visited elderly parishioners to ask if they would be interested in a parish project, and what type of facilities they would like.

From these discussions, it was planned to start a luncheon club. Father Phelan agreed to change the time of the Mass on Wednesdays to 11.30am,  and lunch would be cooked by a retired chef

Mr. Worthington, and served in the crypt of Holy Innocents’ Church.


Father Phelan gave the club a loan of £100 to buy cooking utensils and basic equipment. 
Parishioners rallied round and gave items of furniture, cutlery and dinner plates etc.

Volunteers re-decorated the crypt to give it a brighter appearance.

The club was formally opened and the first lunches were served on 10th June, 1964.

The club was later registered with Bromley as Orpington Catholic Over 60's Club.
 In 1966, we applied for a lunch subsidy from Bromley and were able to reduce the cost of the lunch from 2/= (10p.) to 1/= (50p.)  The cost of membership was about 20p to begin with.

We were short of funds and organised a Xmas Bazaar in December 1964 and the following month we were able to refund Father Phelan his £100.

After a few years, our funds had increased and the Bazaar became a Parish event in which the club merely played its part.

In the early years, members of the Committee took it in turns to have members to tea in their homes, during the long summer break when some members missed the companionship of the club.

Summer outings began in a small way with visits to Aylesford Priory and a drive to have tea in a local village.

Very quickly the club became a popular place and it had to be run on more structured lines. 
So it came about that ladies from the parish volunteered to form teams of three or four who cooked and served the lunch on a rota system.

Many people were unable to join the club unless they were provided with transport. A separate group of volunteers also worked on a rota system to collect folk and drive them to the church in time for Mass.

Others would collect them to take them home in the afternoon and so it continues today, so many years later. 

The club has only succeeded because so many people- too numerous to mention by name, have consistently given their time to support a venture which began in a very small way, but has now become an institution. 
Everyone is to be congratulated on serving the Over 60s in Orpington for 46yrs, (the present year being 2010).

It is proof of what can be achieved when a spirit of Community prevails.
