Shedding Light on Single Life

Cardinal Newman said: “God has created me to do Him some definite service.”
Introduction to the discourse
As members of the REACH group, a vocations team at Holy Innocents’, we would like to explore the perception of vocation to the single life. We feel that single life is less understood than other vocations, namely the priestly, religious and married lives. This discussion is intended to help our community grow in the understanding of single life in order to get more value out of it. We would like to learn from people’s experiences of single life and how single living enables individuals to fulfil of God’s plan. 
Discussion style
We would like to structure the discussion around several themes that will try to answer three key questions.
First, what does vocation to the single life mean?

Second, what special gifts do single people bring to the church community?

Third, what kind of support can we provide as a faith community to enable single people live out their vocation? 

The discussion on each theme will begin with general assumptions and views by REACH members and then participants will be able to shape the discussion by sharing their personal ideas and experiences. Everyone is welcome to join in the conversation especially individuals who are actually living in a single state of life.

1st theme – Am I called to be single or is it something that just happens or is it a transient state while I wait for my true vocation to be revealed?
There is a belief that single people do not consciously choose to respond to God’s call to live in that state of life. They may be separated, divorced or widowed, or it could be that they are waiting and searching for a suitable partner, or indeed that they have left formation centres where they had been preparing for priestly or religious life. 

Therefore as a first step on the journey towards discovering more about single life, we would like to explore the concept of choice. Do single Christians feel called or chosen by God to be in that state? Some single people have had hurtful experiences in their past that they may point to as the reason for their state in life. For instance a widow whose husband was murdered said this of her husband’s killers: “They have given me a life that I did not want” What is your experience?
Bible quotation – the call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-5)

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations’."
More themes to come …….

As mentioned at the beginning this is about sharing experiences about single life. We would like to share our context for beginning this discussion and some other aspect we hope we will be able to expand up as this group grows. The topics are not in any chronological order, 

Does living a single life mean living a lonely life?
Single people often have excess resources (e.g. money and time) as they have fewer commitments; or the reverse single people running families have limited resources as they have to manage on their own.
Is single living different between age groups? What learning and experiences can be shared within and across age groups?

What are we doing and what more can we do as a parish/Christian community to welcome and support single lives? 
